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ABOUT THE
S&D GROUP

The Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats
(the S&D Group) is the second largest political group in the European
Parliament with 191 members from all 28 EU Member States.

We stand for an inclusive European society based on principles of
solidarity, equality, diversity, freedom and fairness. We campaign
for social justice, jobs and growth, consumer rights, sustainable
development, financial market reforms and human rights to create a

stronger and more democratic Europe and a better future for all citizens.
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WE HAVE TO ACT NOW

TO SAVE LIVES, SAVE
SCHENGEN AND SAVE
EUROPE.

FACED WITH THE REFUGEE CRISIS, EUROPEAN
GOVERNMENTS HAVE FAILED MISERABLY.
WHILE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES BICKER
AMONGST THEMSELVES, PEOPLE ARE DYING
AND EUROPE CONTINUES TO DISINTEGRATE.
WE, THE SOCIALISTS AND DEMOCRATS IN THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND ACROSS EUROPE,
CALL ON THE EUROPEAN HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT TO WORK TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE
REAL PROGRESS.

HUMANITARIAN AID WITHIN EUROPE

Emergency humanitarian aid is needed - in Greece and
elsewhere in Europe - to provide food, shelter and healthcare
for refugees.

FAIR BURDEN SHARING BETWEEN COUNTRIES

Financial aid is needed for Greece as well as for Syria’s
neighbours.

RELOCATION OF REFUGEES AND CONSEQUENCES
FOR GOVERNMENTS THAT REFUSE TO HONOUR
THEIR COMMITMENTS

A decision has already been made to resettle refugees and it
needs to be put in action immediately.

We can no longer drag our feet. Governments that do not
respect their legal obligations should face the consequences.

MEASURES TO PROTECT SCHENGEN

The collapse of the border-free Schengen zone would be a
disaster for the European Union. Temporary measures controls
need to remain temporary and we need a clear plan to end them.

THE DUBLIN REGULATION NEEDS TO BE REVISED

The Dublin Regulation stated that refugees need to file for asylum
in the first country they reach. This agreement is now dead.

The European Commission must come up with a realistic new
solution that shares the responsibility between EU member states.



